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A single sex environment permits
girls to grow at their own pace and
build that sense of self which under-
girds healthy adult relationships. The
women and men who teach in schools
like NCS do so out of a genuine
commitment to the education of
women, holding high expectations for
each student and valuing her contri-
butions as a scholar. In a girls” school,
there are few pressures to conform to
historic sex-role expectations and
abundant opportunities to develop
and exercise leadership. Students be-
come achievement-oriented, develop
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higher self-esteem, and are more in-
volved in pursuing different interests

and activities than are their counter-

parts in coeducational schools.

At the same time, NCS does not
ignore the cooperative characteristics
of young women. The school has as its
goal a community grounded on re-
spect for every individual and reflect-
ing a sense of responsibility to others.
Personal counseling and the strong
friendships forged within a small stu-
dent community contribute to each
girl’s sense of well-being. Through
numerous extra-curricular activities,
students are able to join with others in
a common endeavor or increase their
awareness of issues and concerns in
society at large.

Finally, a school which limits enroll-
ment to girls can fashion its program
to create opportunities for growth,
reward achievement in various areas
of school life, provide specialized
guidance services, and address ques-
tions of importance to women in a
deliberate and thoughtful way.
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